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salesman in New York City. After that, he 
began his first job in the wine and spirits in-
dustry; which became his life long career. This 
career in liquor distribution enabled him to be 
exceedingly generous to others. Over the 
years he supported a number of religious and 
charitable groups. Sidney donated his time 
and resources to Temple Beth Sholom and 
eventually became a sponsor of the Shirley 
and Sidney Chaplin Lecture Series at the 
Temple. He was also a longtime supporter of 
the Lou Ruvo Alzheimer’s Institute and UNL 
Vino. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life 
and memory of Sidney Chaplin. His profes-
sional success and philanthropic dedication 
should serve as an example to us all. 
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Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Goehring 
Farm of Marion Township as it celebrates its 
100th anniversary. 

The Goehring family began their family farm 
100 years ago on 88 acres of land in Marion 
Township. The original owner of the farm, 
John Goehring, was just 27 years old when he 
started the farm. Brothers, Jim and Ron, now 
manage over 100 head of cattle and ex-
panded acreage on the farm. With a number 
of children to follow in the family foot steps, 
the farm will surely continue to prosper in the 
years to come. 

The family marked the farm’s 100th anniver-
sary on Saturday, April 8, 2006 with a dinner 
at Concord United Methodist Church in North 
Sewickley Township. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating the 100th anniversary of the 
Goehring farm. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute such a great family 
business. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, The Washington Times reported this week 
that ‘‘Bulgaria has agreed to open three mili-
tary bases for permanent use by 2,500 U.S. 
troops who will be available for combat in the 
Middle East and other nearby regions.’’ 

While this may be the ‘‘first time Bulgaria 
has authorized the stationing of foreign forces 
on its soil in its 1,325-year history,’’ this is not 
the first time Bulgaria has demonstrated its 
willingness to help our country in the Global 
War on Terrorism. Over 400 Bulgarian troops 
have bravely served alongside our troops in 
Iraq. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has 
been successful in recruiting allies. By wel-
coming U.S. troops to their bases, Bulgaria 

has once again helped our military forces fight 
terrorists in Iraq and Afghanistan so that we 
do not have to face them on the streets of 
America. 

As the Co-Chair of the Congressional Bul-
garia Caucus, along with Congresswoman 
ELLEN TAUSCHER, I sincerely appreciate our 
strong partnership with Bulgaria as a valued 
member of NATO which hosts today the 
NATO foreign ministers in Sofia including Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops and we 
will never forget September 11th. 
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I’m honored to 
join my colleagues in commemorating the 91st 
anniversary of the start of the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

Genocide is a very powerful word, and 
should be reserved for only the most horrific 
examples of mass killing motivated by a desire 
to destroy an entire people. 

Without a doubt, this term is appropriate to 
describe the unimaginable atrocities suffered 
by the Armenian people from 1915 to 1918. 

During this period, more than one million Ar-
menians died from starvation or disease on 
long marches, or were simply massacred by 
the Ottoman Turks. 

Some still deny these events, or try to justify 
them as an extension of war. 

But the debate on this historical issue has 
been settled. The distinguished International 
Association of Genocide Scholars, among oth-
ers, has concluded that it is undeniable. 

Others, including some who accept the his-
torical facts, say Congress should not pass a 
resolution recognizing the Armenian Genocide 
because it will irreparably damage our rela-
tionship with Turkey. 

This is a phony argument. 
The European Parliament, the Council of 

Europe, and many European countries, includ-
ing France, Germany and Italy have formally 
recognized the Armenian Genocide. 

Yet this has not dissuaded Turkey from ac-
tively seeking to join the European Union. 

At some point, every nation must come to 
terms with the wrongs committed by previous 
generations. 

For Germany, the Holocaust. For South Afri-
ca, Apartheid. And for our country, slavery and 
the treatment of Native Americans. 

In the same spirit, Turkey should allow—and 
indeed, encourage—an open and honest dis-
cussion of the Armenian Genocide. 

Adolf Hitler once remarked, ‘‘Who remem-
bers the Armenians?’’ The answer is, we do. 

And we will continue to remember the vic-
tims of the Armenian Genocide, and other 
genocides, because, in the immortal words of 
Spanish philosopher George Santayana, 
‘‘Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.’’ 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nancy and John Kell ‘‘Ike’’ Houssels 
and their exemplary record of professional 
achievement and community service. 

Nancy Houssels has always been at the 
forefront of cultural and social philanthropy. 
She served, at one time or another, on several 
boards including: Nevada Ballet Theatre, 
UNLV Foundation, the National Conference of 
Christians & Jews, and Law Vegas Performing 
Arts. Mrs. Houssels was also the co-founder 
of the Nevada Dance Theatre in 1972 and has 
served the company as Chair and Co-Chair 
for 35 years. 

John Kell ‘‘Ike’’ Houssel is widely recog-
nized as one of the respected and honored 
principles in the gaming industry. After grad-
uating from West Point and, subsequently, 
Stanford Law School, Mr. Houssel embarked 
on a career in casino resort hotel ownership 
and management in the 1950s when he be-
came the managing partner of the Showboat, 
followed by his legendary leadership as presi-
dent of the Hotel Tropicana and later of the 
Union Plaza Hotel. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor both 
Nancy and John Kell ‘‘Ike’’ Houssels for their 
exemplary professional careers and their com-
mitment to enriching their community. I wish 
them the best in their future endeavors. 
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Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the 103rd unit 
of the Slovak Gymnastic Union Sokol, USA, 
located in Farrell, Pennsylvania on its 100th 
anniversary. 

The Sokol USA was created as a fraternal 
benefit society dedicated to providing insur-
ance and physical fitness programs to men 
and women. The roots of Sokol USA can be 
traced back to Czechoslovakia in 1862. The 
program was started in New York in 1898. 
Eight years later, 22 Slovak immigrants found-
ed the 103rd unit in Farrell, Pennsylvania. 
They take great pride in the fact that all of 
their programs are still conducted by volunteer 
members, and that they continue to offer 
weekly gymnastic classes for all age groups. 

On May 20, 2006 Sokol members from the 
Farrell area, western Pennsylvania and sur-
rounding states, as well as from their sister 
club in the Slovak Republic are expected to 
attend the Anniversary Banquet of the Sokol 
USA which will be held at the Radisson Hotel 
in West Middlesex, PA. They will be cele-
brating the 103rd units 100 years of service to 
the community. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating The Slovak Gymnastic Union Sokol 
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